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SUBJ: REINSTATEMENT OF PLA RANKS 

WESTERN MILITARY ATTACHES HAVE TOLD US THAT THE PRC IS 
CONSIDERING RE-ESTABLISHING RANKS IN THE PEOPLE'S LIBER- 
ATION ARMY. PLA RANKS WERE ABOLISHED IN 1965. THE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
FORMALLY ASKED (BY OFFICIAL NOTE) SEVERAL DAYS AGO THE 
MILITARY ATTACHES OF GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, WEST GERMANY, 

CANADA, AND EGYPT FOR SAMPLES OF UNIFORMS FOR ALL THE 
MILITARY SERVICES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES. WHILE 
CHAN CHENG- WEN, DIRECTOR OF THE MND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
DEPARTMENT, TOLD A WESTERN MILITARY ATTACHE SEVERAL 
WEEKS AGO THAT THE PRC WAS NOT PREPARING TO RE-ESTABLISH 
THE RANK SYSTEM, A WEST EUROPEAN COLLEAGUE REPORTS THAT 
HE HAS HEARD A CENTRAL DOCUMENT WAS ISSUED AS EARLY AS 
APRIL ON THE SUBJECT. ACCORDING TO THE CENTRAL 
DOCUMENT, THE QUESTION IS UNDER RECONSIDERATION AND 
ASKED THAT MILITARY UNITS MAKE THEIR VIEWS 
KNOWN TO HIGHER AUTHORITIES. 
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